


To build a founda,on for college and career readiness, students must read widely 
and deeply from among a broad range of high‐quality, increasingly challenging 
literary and informa,onal texts. Through extensive reading of stories, dramas, 

poems, and myths from diverse cultures and different ,me periods, students gain 
literary and cultural knowledge as well as familiarity with various text structures 

and elements. By reading texts in history/social studies, science, 
and other disciplines, students build a founda,on of 
knowledge in these fields that will also give them the 

background to be beCer readers in all content areas. Students 
can only gain this founda,on when the curriculum is inten,onally and coherently 
structured to develop rich content knowledge within and across grades. Students 
also acquire the habits of reading independently and closely, which are essen,al 

to their future success.  

Common Core  
K-12 



Everyone Reads 

Everyone reads and 
everyone thinks – in all 
classes.   
•  Art teachers have 

students read and 
analyze. 

•  Math teachers have 
students read and 
analyze. 

•  Students read about 
the content area for 
knowledge of 
information as well 
as critical thinking. 

Focus #1 
 Key Ideas and Details 

Read Closely   

Analyze  

Determine central ideas 

Determine central 
themes 



•  NO NEW TEXTS ARE NEEDED! 
•  STUDENTS LOCATE. 
•  TEACHERS LOCATE. 

– ON THE INTERNET. 
–  IN THE NEWS. 
– WITH HELP OF MEDIA SPECIALIST. 
– NOT EVERYONE NEEDS TO READ THE 

SAME THING! 

DISCUSS WITH YOUR  TEACHERS: 
“WHAT ARE THE STUDENTS READING IN YOUR CLASS?” 



No need for more quizzes to grade! 

Students need to talk and discuss. 
Ask questions—socratic seminar! 
Let the students do the work! 

DISCUSS WITH YOUR TEACHERS: 
“HOW DO YOU KNOW THEY READ IT AND 
UNDERSTOOD IT? 



•  GROUPS STUDENTS IN SMALL 
NUMBERS.  USE A STRUCTURED 
DISCUSSION PROCESS: 
e.g., a teacher-made discussion sheet:  3-2-1 
3 = three new ideas you found 
2 = two questions you have 
1 = summary statement of the central idea 
EVERYONE IN GROUP PARTICIPATES.  NO 
ONE HIDES! 

SOME IDEAS . . .  

CIRCLE TIME 



•  Student reads his or her selection and 
does the following: 
1.  Underlines his or her choice of the five most 

important sentence – and ranks order them 
OR Circles the key paragraph, underlines the 
key sentence in the paragraph, and 
highlights or circles the key word. 

2.  In their groups, each student will take one 
minute to share their choice and two minutes 
for the group to discuss. 

TEXT RENDERING 
OR Text-Based Discussion 



•  Pair up students.  Each student has his or 
her own reading selection.  Each student 
has a sheet of paper with his or her name 
at the top and it is folded or lined in two 
columns. 

•  Each student first writes the main idea 
sentence or phrase about the article in the 
first column. 

Partner Silent Dialogue 



•  The pair exchange papers and read the 
main idea. 

•  In the second column, each student asks a 
question of the other about the reading. In 
younger grades or even first starting out, 
the teacher may have some general 
questions already created (with help of 
students) for this task. E.G.: What were 
two of the key facts about this? 

Partner Silent Dialogue 
continues 



•  The students continue to exchange 
papers, answering and asking questions. 

•  The final writing could be the original 
student writing a more detailed statement 
or summary of the reading or a statement 
about the impact/effect/response to the 
reading.  

•  The teacher and the student now has a 
written record of the material. 

Partner Silent Dialogue 
continued 



•  Students use the same process, but they 
can talk about it, instead of writing.  

•  Hint:  Sometimes, a teacher can start with 
the silent dialogue and then move to the 
oral or vice versa. 

Partner Dialogue 



To do a close reading, you choose a specific 
passage and analyze it in fine detail, as if with a 
magnifying glass. You then comment on points of 
style and on your reactions as a reader. Close 
reading is important because it is the building block 
for larger analysis. Your thoughts evolve not from 
someone else's truth about the reading, but from 
your own observations. The more closely you can 
observe, the more original and exact your ideas will 
be. 

DISCUSS WITH YOUR TEACHERS 
“DO YOUR STUDENTS UNDERSTAND WHAT 
‘CLOSE READING’ MEANS AND HOW TO DO IT? 



•  The reading passage is short! 
•  Students ask questions as they read.    

– This is a good place for post it notes, 
highlighters, etc. 

– What is your first impression? 
– What words stand out?  Why? 
–  Is there a mood that is present? 
– ETC. 

Close Reading 
continued 



•  KEY SKILL! 
•  Students must identify in the reading the 

evidence for an answer to the question. 
•  A teacher can start briefly with low-level, 

knowledge questions, but need to move 
up the taxonomy. 

•  WHY DO YOU THINK THAT?  Where is 
the text does it say something that makes 
you think that? 

CITE EVIDENCE 



•  See the website: 
•  www.starkcountyesc.org 
•  Curriculum and Instruction Department 
•  Content Areas 
•  English/Language Arts 
•  http://www.starkcountyesc.org/

EnglishLanguageArts.aspx 

SOAPSTONE  
(Joanne Krajeck, Retired from Canton Local) 



•  Word knowledge 
= owning words, 
knowing how the 
word fits in the 
subject and how 
the student can 
use it. 

•   Text Structure = 
knowing how the 
format of the text 
or book can help 
the student 
understand and 
use the 
information. 

•  Point of View = 
key to 
understanding 
bias, etc. 

Focus #2 
Craft and Structure 

Text Structure 

Word Knowledge 

Point 
of 

View 



•  Content Area Teachers MUST teach their 
Tier 3 words as these are specific to their 
content.  This is often the actual content! 

•  Content Area Teachers MUST ALSO teach 
Tier 2 words as these are more useful in 
terms of life skills.  These are the words 
that students will read, hear, and use in 
their daily lives in professional situations. 

Word Knowledge 
Tier 2 and Tier 3 



Vocabulary Strategies 
NO LISTS AND DICTIONARY DEFINITIONS! 



•  Students need to use vocabulary to own 
them. 
– Use in writing short or extended responses. 
– Discuss with partner. 
– Create visuals for the words. 
– No matching quizzes! 

Vocabulary Strategies 
USE ‘EM or LOSE ‘EM! 



•  At the beginning of each course, teachers 
should do a study of the textbook parts:  
the table of contents, the glossary, the use 
of headings and subheadings, etc.   

•  Students should know how the book and 
each chapter, unit, etc., is constructed and 
presented.  

TEXT STRUCTURE 



•  Students can do a “treasure hunt” with the 
text so that they can become more 
familiar. 
– Find which page Chapter 3 begins on.  ____ 
–  In Chapter 3, list the major headings: 
 __________, _________, ________ 

– Write a sentence about what you think this 
chapter will be about—specifically. 

TEXT STRUCTURE 



•  Teachers of all content need to know what 
organizational pattern is used, primarily, in 
the course text or other materials. And, 
they need to share this with the students. 
– Chronological 
– Spatial 
– Order of Importance 
– Cause-Effect, Problem-Solution, etc. 

TEXT STRUCTURE 



•  Students need practice identifying point of 
view across the content areas. 
– Show the Laura Hill video from OTES! 
– Use the SOAPSTONE piece on The Jungle 

and pink slime! 
– Find controversial articles for the content 

area! 
– Great for teaching argument as well! 

POINT OF VIEW 



Templates 

Focus #3 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

Research 

Evaluate 
arguments 

Analyze 2+ 
texts 



•  NOTE:  “Please see ‘Research to Build and 
Present Knowledge” in WRITING for additional 
standards relevant to gathering, assessing, and 
applying information from print and digital 
sources.” 

•  Students present in writing, speeches, charts and 
graphs, powerpoints, etc.  LENGTHY 
RESEARCH PAPERS ARE NOT 
RECOMMENDED or REQUIRED! 

Integrate and Evaluate  



•  Start with what they know and FEEL 
strongly about: 
– School rule 
– Curfew 
– Grammy Award Winners 
– Athletes Using Enhancers 
– Etc. 

DELINEATE & EVALUATE ARGUMENTS 
Validity, relevance, sufficiency of evidence 



•  Use the Socratic Seminar. 
•  Teach them to use it! 
•  Use BYOD to find evidence or dispute 

evidence. 
•  Teach about value judgments. 
•  Only allow value judgments when 

supported by fact! 

ARGUMENT 
continued 



•  Good for teaching point of view.  (See 
previous focus!) 

•  Good for teaching argument. 
•  On the PARCC tests!   
•  Marzano Strategy!  
•  Helps create critical thinkers! 

ANALYZE TWO OR MORE TEXTS 
(To Build Knowledge or Compare Approaches) 



•  Read and comprehend complex literary 
and informational texts independently and 
proficiently. 
– See Text Complexity charts. 
– Not limited to textbooks!  In fact, need lots of 

resources! 
– Literary does not mean for the English class 

only! 

FOCUS #4 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 



SUCCESS 
In All Content Areas for ALL Students 

Reading Analyzing Presenting 



•  Please feel free to use this powerpoint as 
your own.   
– Use as is. 
– Change it. 
– Make it your own. 
– BUT SHARE WITH YOUR TEACHERS THAT 

LITERACY IS IN ALL OF OUR JOB 
DESCRIPTIONS! 

Powerpoint by   
Barbara L. Barthel, ESC Consultant 



THANK YOU! 

Your Logo 


